Games for Families
Hot and Cold
The same game is played under the name of "Hot and Cold." In this case the player is
directed by words; as he gets nearer and nearer the object he becomes "warm," "hot," "very
hot," "burning"; when quite off the scent he is "cold."

Thimble
This is a very good game. All the company leave the room save one. He stays behind with a
thimble, which he has to place in some position, where, though it is in sight, it will be
difficult to discover. It may be high or low, on the floor or on the mantelpiece, but it must be
visible. The company then return and begin to look for it. As the players find it they sit down,
but it is more fun to do this very craftily and not at once, lest a hint be given as to the article's
whereabouts. When every one has found it, or when a long enough time has been passed in
looking for it, the thimble is hidden again, this time by the player who found it first. The
game sounds easy, but it can be very difficult and very exciting, every one at the beginning of
each search wishing to be first, and at the end wishing not to be last. Players often stand right
over the thimble, staring directly at it, and still do not see it.

Simon Says Thumbs Up
The players sit about on the floor or on chairs, each holding out on his knee his clenched fist
with the thumb sticking straight up. One player calls out "Simon says thumbs down." All the
thumbs must be instantly reversed. Then he tries to confuse them by alternating between up
and down for some time until they all get into the way of expecting the change, and then he
gives the same order twice in succession. Those who make a mistake pay a forfeit. If he calls
out simply "Thumbs up" or "Thumbs down" no attention must be paid to this order as a
forfeit is taken.
The orders are sometimes varied by the command "Simon says wig-wag!" when all the
thumbs must be waggled to and fro.

Heads, Bodies, and Tails
For this game sheets of paper are handed round and each player draws at the top of his sheet a
head. It does not matter in the least whether it is a human being's or a fish's head, a
quadruped's, a bird's, or an insect's. The paper is then turned down, two little marks are made
to show where the neck and body should join, and the paper is passed on for the body to be
supplied. Here again it does not matter what kind of body is chosen. The paper is then folded
again, marks are made to show where the legs (or tail) ought to begin, and the paper is passed
on again. After the legs are drawn the picture is finished.
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